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“Types la and [b: In type Ia the dorsal metatarsal
artery is very superficial and is only separated from the
skin by the small posterior belly of the interosseous
muscle. In type b the artery lies in the interosseous
superficial enough to be easily
dissected. Of the dissected feet, 66% fell into this
category (33 cases). Types laand IIb: In type Il a
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the artery lies deep under the first interosseous muscle
and becomes superficial at the level of the web space.
It runs over the deep transverse ligament. Before
plunging into the intermetatarsal space, the dorsalis
pedis gives off a small superficial branch that lies on
the muscle, and this vessel usually anastomoses with

the dorsal metatarsal artery at the anterior part of the
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web. In type I b there is the same disposition of the
artery but no superficial branch. In types la and IIb
the plantar metatarsal artery usually branches from the
dorsal metatarsal artery beneath the muscle in the
middle of the intermetatarsal space. These types have
been encountered 11 times or in 22% of the specimens.
Types l[: The dorsal metatarsal artery is superficial
and lies in the interosseous muscle, but the vessel is
slender and only supplies the collateral branches to the
toes. The planiar collaterals come from the plantar
metatarsal branch running under the deep ligament.
This type is uncommon; it was found only five times
(10% of the specimens). ”
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