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Primary glossopharyngeal neuralgia with earache
as the unique clinical manifestation

HAN Yue - chen , WANG Hai - bo , FAN Zhao - min , et al.
( Department of Otorhinolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery , Provincial Hospital Affiliated to Shandong University ,
Jinan 250021, China)

Abstract : Objective ~ To study the clinical characteristics, diagnosis, ard differential diagnosis of
primary glossopharyngeal neuralgia with earache as the unique clinical manifestation. Methods Two cases of
primary glossopharyugeal neuralgia with earache as the unique clinical manifestation were reported. The incidence ,
clinical characteristics , diagnosis , and differential diagnosis of this disease were analyzed. Results The two
patients were both old men. The incidence of glossopharyngeal neuralgia of this kind was 3.64% (2/55). The
tetracaine test was negative , but the pain could be relieved by intratympanic injection of 1 % tetracaine solution or
oral administration of carbamazepine. Conclusion Primary glossopharyngeal neuralgia with earache as a unique
clinical manifestation is rare in clinic. If the pain could be relieved by intratympanic injection of 1% tetracaine
solution or oral administration of carbamazepine , the diagnosis can be established.
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